New rules for embryo research: bill C-56 and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research stem cell research guidelines.
On 4 March 2002, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) released their guidelines for human pluripotent stem cell research. The guidelines set out the conditions for publicly funded stem cell research, and include limitations on acceptable sources of embryos for deriving stem cells. Two months later, the Government of Canada tabled Bill C-56, governing assisted human reproduction, which will also restrict the sources of embryos for research and require that all fertility clinics and embryo researchers be licensed. These two documents strike a middle ground between the current restrictive rules for publicly funded research in the United States and the more permissive rules for both publicly and privately funded research in the United Kingdom. Both documents restrict the source of embryos for research to those that were originally created for assisted reproduction purposes but are no longer required for such purposes. Therefore, under both the guidelines and Bill C-56 (if it becomes law), an efficient and cooperative relationship between fertility services providers and embryo researchers will be necessary if researchers in Canada are to continue to work with the human embryo in fields such as stem cell research.